
Of the independent press and survival 
 

Nowadays, the press and especially the independent 

press faces many issues. As Stéphane Robinson 

underlines it, the advent of the internet and free 

access to information caused plummeting in journal 

selling. While moguls such as Le Nouvel Obs or Le 

Monde have to struggle against the lack of means, the 

independent press suffers even more from this 

phenomenon. 

His magazine, which is now a journal because his firm couldn’t afford an expensive format 

anymore and has a rough time trying to survive. Indeed, the distribution of government 

subsidies is unequal. With less than eight thousand euros a year – while Le Figaro was given 6.5 

million euros in 2017 – Stéphane and his colleagues were forced to roll up their sleeves and 

work for free for a month. That is to say how tough it is for the independent press to compete 

with the giants. With no funds and not enough readers, they are more than ever in jeopardy.  

Hopefully, some people like Stéphane and their strong conviction continue to fight for pluralism, 

a tremendous luck we have in France.  
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DEVELOPMENT AND ECOLOGY 

 

 
Stéphane Robinson is an independent French journalist, we had the 

chance to meet him and this is what we grasped from his 

presentation on the environmental dangers humanity has to face in the 

following years. 

 

Think global, act local  

For him, one of the best attitudes we need to adopt is to think global and 

act local. Generally speaking, communities need to apply a system we can 

refer to as circular economy where raw materials go a long way before 

ending up in the waste, which means products that last longer are 

recycled more. We must also never forget that one man’s 

trash is another man’s treasure. Western populations have to privilege 

local activities and fair trade - for example, by creating 

local currencies for their inhabitants.  

Some companies use a system they call the lucrative limit, it consists of 

a constant reinvestment of the earnings of the company into itself.  

 

We are at a turning point  

In order to change things at a global scale, we need concrete ideas that 

work locally. Locally you may have witnessed some recycling bins that 

reward the eco-friendly citizen with discounts in local stores. Since we 

now have scientific evidence that we are at a turning point concerning the 

preservation of our planet, everyone needs to play their role. Recycling is 

highly encouraged and also mandatory in certain countries. 

 

Solution journalism 

Stéphane Robinson’s work as a local journalist incarnates what he 

qualifies as "solution journalism", which is a form of journalism that aims 

to impact the readers and encourage them to have positive actions. It is 

often optimistic: he chose to believe in humanity but is not blind either. 

He is aware that his journalistic work is effective on a very minor scale 

in France and that at this pace global warming and other environmental 

issues won’t be solved anytime soon.  

 

A revealing story 

He told us a story that metaphorically relates to the situation. When the 

forest catches fire, every single animal runs out of the forest and they all 

wait and watch the trees burn. Despite everything a single bird keeps 

flying back and forth carrying tiny amounts of water to drop on the fire. 

The other animals are disconcerted and ask him to stop, he then says that 

he is only doing his part and that they would be able to save the forest is 

others did theirs too. 
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The independent press: a species at risk! 

 
 Nowadays, a few billionaires own 90% of the press in France, leading us to wonder whether 
the independence of the press is in danger.  
 
Indeed, private companies now possess the media as part of their business and try to spread 
their power and influence on the country. However in France we have  “ Les Lois 
anticoncentration ’’ they specify that a company cannot own a TV channel, a newspaper and a 

radio - called “the rules of ⅔” as they cannot exceed 
30% of daily press. Yet, these laws – the last one dating 
back to 1986- are considered outdated. In France a 
few billionaires control 90% of French newspapers. 
 
This is unsatisfactory according to the European 
parliament which pointed out the negative influence 
of the industries on the French media. For example, 
Dassault and Bouygues own Le Figaro and TF1, two of 
the most important media.  
This is not only a French problem  as we can see it 
happens in other countries like the UK and America 
where a few companies like (GE, Newscorp, Disney…) 
control 90% of all America’s News.  
 

This poses great threat to freedom of speech: the people who control the press control the 
population and the politicians, and they can use this power for their own good. 
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FREEDOM FOR SALE 
 

 
 

Nowadays freedom of expression is a bone of contention. 

In France it is a property but it doesn't take much to 

lose it as shown in Turkey or Egypt. 

The past generation fought hard for years so that we can 

enjoy this boon. Their biggest fight was to struggle 

against censorship.  

Indeed, during the Second World War, many Resistance 

fighters used illegal radio to communicate with each 

other. Well before, in 1881, the laws of the media 

concerning printing and the liberty of the bookshops 

were voted by the third Republic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

That is why, today freedom of expression is part of the 

Human Rights that every country must defend. But to 

a certain extent, it does not necessarily mean that these 

democratic foundations are acquired. They are often 

weakened or even threatened, as Charlie Hebdo’s attack 

showed it. 

 

 

 
 

Finally, as an answer to a large number of critics, we 

can say that all viewpoints are accepted in France, 

except the ones which generate hate.  

It's our job to protect this democratic value for the 

following generation.   
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